Resolution

Amendment of the Undergraduate Academic Calendar:

Spring Terms, 2013 and 2014

Whereas, lengthening of the instructional Spring Term is necessary, if Saint Mary’s College is to embrace federal and WASC standards; and

Whereas three practicable proposals only—viz. (1) shortening the January Term—Spring Term recess by its partial conversion to Spring Term instructional days ; (2) shortening the Easter (Holy Week) recess by its partial conversion to instructional days; (3) lengthening the Spring term by postponement of Finals Week to the week post Memorial Day—are evident; and
Whereas proposal (1) threatens academic disruption by leaving January Term instructors too little time for grading and for managing the transition to the Spring Term; and

Whereas proposal (2) abrogates longstanding College tradition, and may offend religious sensibilities or impinge on the familial lives of students who live at a distance from the Bay Area; and

Whereas among the proposals, (3) disrupts least the settled rhythms of Saint Mary’s standing instructional calendar: therefore,

Be it resolved I. that the Academic Senate recommends adoption of the “Additional Week” calendar (as it appears among those reported by Vice Provost, Richard Carp and AARC Chair, Greg Smith, at the General Meeting of 1 December, 2011) for the Spring Term, 2013; and II. that the Academic Senate recommends extension of the “Additional Week” solution to the Spring Term, 2014, if and only if a comprehensive revision of the undergraduate calendar, including resolution of associated questions over course valuation, has been formulated for adoption in Academic Year 2014-15.   
