Spirituality in Practice: Catholics in America (TRS 166)

Spring 2011
Marie Pagliarini

Email: map6@stmarys-ca.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 12-1, and by appointment, Dante 324

Course Description

This course takes a cultural and theoretical approach to religion and focuses on Catholicism as it is experienced and practiced in everyday life. We will explore religion through concepts such as space, time, power, material culture, ritual, and the body, and use these concepts to understand more deeply the experience and practice of spirituality. Throughout the course, we will pay attention to the “hybrid” religious forms that develop when cultures come together, collide, or in other ways interact, and the relationship between religion and race, ethnicity, class, and gender. The course is cross-listed with Ethnic Studies and attends to the spiritual practices of Native-American, African-American, and Latino/a Catholics. Students will have the opportunity to use theoretical ideas developed in the class to analyze practices such as religious pilgrimage and altar-building, and the role of material culture (objects, art, architecture) and the body in religious experience
Course Objectives

This course will give students the opportunity to:  

· become familiar with some of the theories, methods, and concerns of the “lived” approach to religion;

· think critically and creatively about religion, and about the role of the body, practice, and material culture in religion;

· appreciate the diverse ways that Catholics in America have experienced and practiced their spirituality; 

· understand the relationship between the practice of Catholicism and its larger historical, cultural, and political context; 

· investigate the relationship between lived Catholicism and gender, race, ethnicity, and class;

· explore the relationship between lived Catholicism and institutional or “official” Catholicism, and

· acquire first-hand knowledge of lived Catholicism through projects requiring fieldwork in Catholic contexts.

Required Texts

Course Reader (handed out in class) 

Academic Honesty

Please familiarize yourself with St. Mary’s Academic Honor Code, which can be found in the SMC Student Handbook.  All SMC faculty and students are bound to abide by the Academic Honor Code!  Violations of the Academic Honor Code are required to be reported to the Academic Honor Council, and will result in an “F” for the course and serious disciplinary action.  If you have questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty or “plagiarism,” please do not hesitate to ask me.

Saint Mary’s Policy on Disabilities

Reasonable and appropriate accommodations, that take into account the context of the course and its essential elements, for individuals with qualifying disabilities, are extended through the office of Student Disability Services. Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the Student Disability Services Coordinator at (925) 631-4164 to set up a confidential appointment to discuss accommodation guidelines and available services. Additional information regarding the services available may be found at the following address on the Saint May’s website: http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/academics/academic-advising-and-achievement/student-disability-services.html
Course Requirements

10%: Participation. I expect students to demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the readings, think critically about the material, come to class with ideas and questions, actively participate in class discussions, and show respect for other students’ perspectives. Behaviors that disrupt the classroom (e.g., texting, holding private conversations) will reduce your overall participation grade and may result in a ‘zero’ for participation. 
15%: Homework/Quizzes. I will regularly assign short writing exercises, in either take-home (“homework”) format or in-class (“quizzes”) format. The point of these assignments is to ensure that you are prepared for the day’s readings and discussion, so late assignments will not be accepted (sorry). Homework assignments must be typed. Homework and quizzes will receive a check-plus (A-range), check (B-range), or check-minus (C-range). 

20%: Devotional Analysis Paper (5-6 pages). This paper is due on Monday, April 5, at noon via email; hardcopies due the following day in class.  Students must meet with me no later than Thursday, March 25, to discuss their paper. 
25%: Research Project (7-9 pages). This project is due on Thursday, May 13 in class. Students must meet with me no later than Tuesday, April 13, to discuss their projects. 
5%: Presentation of Research Project

Students will present their Research Projects in the last two weeks of the semester.  

25%: Final Exam 

Numerical/Letter Grade Key 

A
93-100
C
73-76

A-
90-92

C-
70-72

B+
87-89

D+
67-69

B
83-86

D
63-66

B-
80-82

D-
60-62



C+
77-79

F
0-59

Notes on Grading 

My expectations for formal papers are high, and I will hand out a (rather long, personally written) essay grading “rubric” that makes my standards and expectations clear.  I expect you to read this rubric carefully; consider it part of the reading requirements for the course. 

As noted above, homework and quizzes will be graded on a “check” system rather than on a numerical grade system.  Homework and quiz assignments will vary—some will be factual in- class quizzes, others will require you to do a small project outside of class, and others will require you to answer questions about or respond to the readings. To succeed on these assignments, stay on top of the readings and go the extra mile in thinking and writing about the readings or other relevant material. 

Course Policies
Absence Policy: Two “free” absences are allowed; after that, subsequent absences will result in a deduction of one point from your total grade. I will take role most days, and it is your responsibility to make sure that I have indicated you as present in class. Significant tardiness and leaving class early count as absences.

Email Policy: I will communicate with the class via email when I need to (for example, to give you information on readings or writing assignments). It is your responsibility to check your SMC email on a regular basis.  

Course Schedule 

Tuesday, February 9. Introduction

Thursday, February 11. Lived Religion
Meredith McGuire, “Everyday Religion as Lived,” 3-16 (Lived Religion: Faith and Practice in 

    Everyday Life, Oxford, 2008)

Robert Orsi, “Everyday Miracles: The Study of Lived Religion,” 3-8 (Lived Religion in America: 

    Toward a History of Practice, David H. Hall, ed., Princeton University Press, 1997)

Robert Orsi, “Is the Study of Lived Religion Irrelevant to the World We Live in?”  (Special    

    Presidential Plenary Address, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Salt Lake City, 

    November 2, 200)

Colleen McDannell, “Material Christianity,” 1-16 (Material Christianity: Religion and Popular 

    Culture in  America, Yale University Press, 1995)
Tuesday, February 16. The Body
Meredith McGuire, “Spirituality and Materiality” (Lived Religion: Faith and Practice in 

    Everyday Life, Oxford, 2008), 97-118
Robert Orsi, “Material Children” (Between Heaven and Earth: The Religious Worlds 

    People Make and the Scholars Who Study Them, Princeton, 2006), 73-76

Paul Connerton, “Bodily Practices,” selections (How Societies Remember, Cambridge University 

    Press, 1989)

Thursday, February 18. Catholicism, Sacramentalism 
Chester Gillis, Roman Catholicism in America (Columbia University Press, 1999), 1-38

Robert Orsi, “The Many Names of the Mother of God” (Between Heaven and Earth: The 

    Religious Worlds People Make and the Scholars Who Study Them, Princeton, 2006), 48-72

Colleen McDannell, “”Piety, Art, Fashion: The Religious Object” (Material Christianity: Religion 

    and Popular Culture in America, Yale University Press, 1995), 17-24

Patricia O’Connell Killen, “Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament” (Religions of the United 

    States in Practice, Colleen McDannell, ed., Princeton University Press, 2001), 44-52—skim 

    49-52

Mary Jo Weaver, “American Catholics in the Twentieth Century” (Perspectives on 

    American Religion and Culture, Peter W. Williams, ed., Blackwell Publishers, 1999), 154-67
Tuesday, February 23. Material Culture, Visual Culture

Colleen McDannell, “Piety, Art, Fashion: The Religious Object” (Material Christianity: Religion 

    and Popular Culture in  America, Yale University Press, 1995), 25-33, 39-41, 57-66
Leonard Norman Primiano, “Postmodern Sites of Catholic Sacred Materiality” (Perspectives on 

    American Religion and Culture, Peter W. Williams, ed., Blackwell Publishers, 1999), 187-202
David Morgan, “Introduction” to The Visual Culture of American Religions (David Morgan & 

    Sally M. Promey, eds., University of California Press, 2001), 1-17

David Morgan, Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images (University of 

    California Press, 1998), 1-12, 59-73 

Thursday, February 25.  Religious Symbols and Culture, Mary in Art

Socorro Castaneda-Liles, “Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Politics of Cultural Interpretation,” 

    (Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture, Gaston Espinosa and 

    Mario T. Garcia, eds., Duke University Press, 2008), 153-79

Guest Speaker: Pamela Thomas, “Mary in Art”

Tuesday, March 2.  Religious Symbols in Culture and Art 

Stephen Prothero, “Introduction” and “Black Moses,” in American Jesus: How the Son of God 

    Became a National Icon (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004), 3-16, 200-28 

Erika Doss, “Robert Gober’s ‘Virgin’ Installation: Issues of Spirituality in Contemporary 

    American Art” (The Visual Culture of American Religions, David Morgan and Sally M. 

    Promey, eds., University of California Press, 2001), 129-45

Thursday, March 4. Home Altars

Kay Turner, Beautiful Necessity: The Art and Meaning of Women’s Home Altars (Thames & 

    Hudson, 1999),  27-41, 95-145

Kay Turner, “Voces de Fe: Mexican-American Altaristas in Texas” (Mexican American Religions: 

    Spirituality, Activism, and Culture, Gaston Espinosa and Mario T. Garcia, eds., Duke 

    University Press, 2008), 180-205

Tuesday, March 9. Gender, Domestic Space, Saints
Colleen McDannell, “Catholic Domesticity, 1860-1960” (Religion and American Culture: A 

    Reader, David G. Hackett, ed., Routledge, 1995), 293-313

Robert Orsi, “He Keeps Me Going’: Women’s Devotion to Saint Jude Thaddeus and the 

    Dialectics of Gender in American Catholicism, 1929-1965” (Religion and American History: A 

    Reader, Jon Butler and Harry S. Stout, eds., Oxford University Press, 1997), 333-54
Robert Orsi, “The Cult of the Saints and the Reimagination of the Space and Time of Sickness in 

    Twentieth-Century Catholicism” (Religion and Healing in America, Linda L. Barnes and 

    Susan Sered, eds., Oxford University Press, 2004), 29-47

Thursday, March 11. Italian-American Marian Devotion

Film: “The Blinking Madonna and Other Miracles” (Beth Harrington, New Day Films, 1996)

Tuesday, March 16. Pain and Spirituality
Ariel Glucklich, Sacred Pain: Hurting the Body for the Sake of the Soul (Oxford University Press, 

    2001), 1-42, 57-62, 78-88

Robert Orsi, “’Mildred, is it Fun to be a Cripple?’: The Culture of Suffering in Mid-Twentieth-

    Century American Catholicism” (Catholic Lives, Contemporary America, Thomas J. Ferraro, 

    ed., Duke University Press, 1997), 19-54

Thursday, March 18. Space and Place

Philip Sheldrake, Spaces for the Sacred: Place, Memory and Identity (Johns Hopkins University 

    Press, 2001, selections

Belden C. Lane, Landscapes of the Sacred: Geography and Narrative in American Spirituality, 

    expanded edition (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001), 1-11, 15-20, 38-61 

Tuesday, March 23. Architecture

Jeanne Halgren Kilde, Sacred Power, Sacred Space: An Introduction to Christian Architecture 

    and Worship (Oxford University Press, 2008), 3-11, 61-128, 161-201
Thursday, March 25. TBA

Spring Break: March 27- April 5

Tuesday, April 6. Hybridity in Religion  

Meredith McGuire, “Rethinking Religious Identity, Commitment, and Hybridity” (Lived 

    Religion: Faith and Practice in Everyday Life, Oxford, 2008), 185-213

Thomas Tweed, “Identity and Authority at a Cuban Shrine in Miami: Santería, Catholicism, and 

    Struggles for Religious Identity” 
Devotional Analysis Papers due in class (hardcopy)

Thursday, April 8.  Hybridity/Transnationalism

Elizabeth McAlister, “The Rite of Baptism in Haitian Vodou” (Religions of the United  States in 

    Practice, Colleen McDannell, ed., Princeton University Press, 2001), 362-71

Elizabeth McAlister, “The Madonna of 115th Street Revisited: Vodou and Haitian Catholicism in  

    the Age of Transnationalism” (Gatherings In Diaspora: Religious Communities and the New 

    Immigration, R. Stephen Warner and Judith G. Wittner, eds.,  Temple University Press, 

    1998),  123-55

Tuesday, April 13. Mexican-American Catholicism

Virgilio Elizondo, "Popular Religion as the Core of Cultural Identity Based on the Mexican  

    American Experience in the United States” (American Spiritualities: A Reader, Catherine L. 

    Albanese, ed., Indiana University Press, 2001), 95-111

Luis León, "Borderland Bodies and Souls: Mexican Religious Healing Practices in East Los   

    Angeles” (Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture, Gaston Espinosa 

    and Mario T. Garcia, eds., Duke University Press, 2008), 296-322

Laura E. Pérez, “Hybrid Spiritualities and Chicana Altar-Based Art: The Work of Amalia Mesa-

    Bains”  (Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture, Gaston Espinosa and 

    Mario T. Garcia, eds., Duke University Press, 2008),  338-58

Thursday, April 15. Secular Saints

Stephen Lloyd-Moffett, “Holy Activist, Secular Saint: Religion and the Social Activism of César 

    Chávez” (Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture, Gaston Espinosa 

    and Mario T. Garcia, eds., Duke University Press, 2008),  106-124

Gastón Espinosa, “Mexican Madonna: Selena and the Politics of Cultural Redemption”    

    (Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture, Gaston Espinosa and 

    Mario T. Garcia, eds., Duke University Press, 2008), 359-80

Tuesday, April 20. Native Americans and Catholicism
George E. Tinker, “An American Indian Theological Response to Eco-Justice” (Defending 

    Mother Earth: Native American Perspectives on Environmental Justice, Jace Weaver, ed.,  

    Orbis Books, 1996), 153-58 
Steven W. Hackel, “Indians and the Franciscan Religious Program” (Children of Coyote, 

    Missionaries of Saint Francis : Indian-Spanish Relations in Colonial California, 1769-1850, 

    University of North Carolina Press, 2005), 127-81
Thursday, April 22. Native Americans and Catholicism

Allan Greer, “Body and Soul” (Mohawk Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha and the Jesuits, Oxford    
    University Press, 2006), 111-124

George E. Tinker, “American Indian Religious Traditions, Colonialism, Resistance, and 

    Liberation” (Native Voices: American Indian Identity and Resistance, George E. Tinker, 
    Richard A. Grounds, and David E. Wilkins, eds., University Press of Kansas, 2003), 55-72

Tuesday, April 27. Pilgrimage 

Simon Coleman and John Elsner, “Containers of the Sacred” and “Living Saints” (Pilgrimage: 
    Past and Present in the World Religions, Simon Coleman and John Elsner, eds.,  Harvard 

    University Press, 1997), 6-9, 104-31 

Paula Elizabeth Holmes-Rodman, “’They Told What Happened on the Road’: Narrative and the  

    Construction of Experiential Knowledge on the Pilgrimage to Chimayo, New Mexico” 
    (Intersecting Journeys: The Anthropology of Pilgrimage and Tourism, Ellen Badone and    

    Sharon R. Roseman, eds., University of Illinois Press, 2004), 24-51

E. Ann Matter, “Lourdes: A Pilgrim After All” (Minding the Spirit: The Study of Christian 

    Spirituality, Elizabeth A. Dryer and Mark S. Burrows, eds., The Johns Hopkins University 

    Press, 2005), 267-81

Thursday, April 29. Religion and Modernity

Suzanne K. Kaufman, Consuming Visions: Mass Culture and the Lourdes Shrine (Cornell 
    University Press, 2005), 1-61

Tuesday, May 4.  Modernity, Technology

Daniel Wojcik, "Polaroids from Heaven: Photography, Folk Religion, and the Miraculous Image 

    Tradition at a Marian Apparition Site" (The Journal of American Folklore, Vol. 109, No. 432,   

    Spring, 1996), 129-48

Thursday, May 6. Student Presentations

Tuesday, May 11.  Student Presentations

Thursday, May 13.  Student Presentations

Final Projects due in Class

Final Exam: According to College Schedule 
