Theology and Religious Studies 171:

Gender and Religion in American Culture 

Marie Pagliarini

E-Mail: map6@stmarys-ca.edu or mariepagliarini@gmail.com

Office Hours: Thursday, 11:30-12:45, and by appointment, Dante 324

Course Objectives

This course explores the relationship between gender and religion in American Culture and gives students the opportunity to:

· become familiar with some of the theories, methods, and concerns of religious studies and gender studies;

· think critically and creatively about religion, and about the role of the body, practice, and material culture in religion;

· use gender as a category of analysis to study religion in print, practice, and culture; 

· explore the intersection of religion, gender, race, ethnicity, class, and sexuality, and

· acquire first-hand knowledge of the relationship between gender and religion through projects requiring fieldwork/interviews.

Required Texts

Course Readings will be distributed in class at various points in the semester.

Academic Honesty

Please familiarize yourself with St. Mary’s Academic Honor Code, which can be found in the SMC Student Handbook.  All SMC faculty and students are bound to abide by the Academic Honor Code!  Violations of the Academic Honor Code are required to be reported to the Academic Honor Council, and will result in an “F” for the course and serious disciplinary action.  If you have questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty or “plagiarism,” please do not hesitate to ask me.

Saint Mary’s Policy on Disabilities

Reasonable and appropriate accommodations, that take into account the context of the course and its essential elements, for individuals with qualifying disabilities, are extended through the office of Student Disability Services. Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the Student Disability Services Coordinator at (925) 631-4164 to set up a confidential appointment to discuss accommodation guidelines and available services. Additional information regarding the services available may be found at the following address on the Saint May’s website: http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/academics/academic-advising-and-achievement/student-disability-services.html
Policy on Classroom Behavior

I have a zero-tolerance policy for behaviors that interfere with or disrupt my focus or the focus of the classroom.  In particular, the following are not permitted: the use/visible presence of cell phones/electronic devices, and holding private conversations during class when inappropriate. Such behaviors will reduce your participation grade significantly, and may result in my asking you to drop the class.

Course Requirements

10%: Participation

This is a discussion-based course, and I expect students to demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the readings, think critically and creatively about the material, come to class with ideas and questions, actively participate in class discussions, and show respect for other students’ perspectives. Grades will be assigned on the basis of the level of meaningful contribution to class conversations. Contributing to discussions through thoughtful and reflective comments and questions is the ideal. Simply speaking a lot is not the ideal; in fact, speaking too much is problematic, since dominating class discussions prevents others from contributing to the conversation. One of the best things you can do if you feel you’ve participated “enough” in any given class is to ask questions that will encourage other students to participate. We will have “group quizzes” on an occasional basis, and these will be counted toward your participation grade. At any point in the semester, you may check in with me to inquire about your participation grade.

15%: Daily Writing Assignments

Students must bring to every class (unless otherwise indicated) a typed writing assignment on the readings/topic for the day.  These assignments will vary, and I will indicate the specifics of daily assignments in class.
25%: Gender and Lived Religion Project (5-6 pages)

This project will involve interviewing up to three people about the relationship between gender and religion in their lives, and writing a five to six page paper that connects your interview data with the course readings up to March 1. It will be due on Wednesday, March 16, in my box (Dante 324). More information on the project will be provided in class. 

30%: Research Project (6-8 pages)

This project requires you to research a topic concerning gender and religion in North America, and make an argument about your findings in a paper of six to eight pages.  This project is not a “report”; it requires you to ask an analytical question and answer it through making a clear, well-supported argument.  You have many options for this research project. For example, you may do a standard research project involving all written sources (primary sources, scholarly books and journals).  Or, you may prefer to do something along the lines of the Lived Religion Project, which combines “hands-on” research material with written sources.  For this project, you may also want to incorporate “fieldwork” into your research method.  The project will be due on Friday, May 6, in my box (Dante 324). More information on the project will be provided in class.

20%: Final Exam

The Final Exam will include both an in-class and take-home component, and it will test your comprehension of the main themes of the course, knowledge of the readings, and ability to think critically about the material.
Grading Policies

My expectations for writing (in formal papers) are high, and I will hand out an essay grading “rubric” that makes my standards and expectations clear.  I expect you to read this rubric carefully; consider it part of the reading requirements for the course.

According to the SMC Faculty Handbook, “the College defines letter grades as follows: A, excellent; B, very good; C, satisfactory; D, barely passing; F, failing.“ I take the meaning of letter grades seriously, and I will do everything in my power to help you succeed in this class. If you have questions or concerns about my grading policy or your performance in my class, do not hesitate to contact me.

Numerical/Letter Grade Key

A
93-100
C
73-76

A-
90-92

C-
70-72

B+
87-89

D+
67-69

B
83-86

D
63-66

B-
80-82

D-
60-62

C+
77-79

F
0-59

Absence Policy: Two “free” absences are allowed; after that, each subsequent absence will result in a deduction of 2 points from your total grade.  If you miss more than four classes you will automatically fail the class.

Email Policy: I will communicate with the class via email occasionally (for example, to give you information on readings or writing assignments). It is your responsibility to check your SMC email on a regular basis.

Course Schedule

*Note: This schedule is tentative, and may be revised to meet our needs.  The readings may also be altered to suit our needs.

Tuesday, February 8. Introduction to the Class

Thursday, February 10.  Lived Religion

Meredith McGuire, “Everyday Religion as Lived,” Rethinking Religious Identity,

Commitment, and Hybridity” (Lived Religion: Faith and Practice in Everyday Life, Oxford, 2008)

Robert Orsi, “Is the Study of Lived Religion Irrelevant to the World We Live in?” Special 

     Presidential Plenary Address, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Salt Lake City, 

     November 2, 2002

Tuesday, February 15.  Religion and the Body
Meredith McGuire, “Spirituality and Materiality: Why Bodies Matter” (Lived Religion: Faith and 

   Practice in Everyday Life)

Robert Orsi, “Material Children” (Between Heaven and Earth: The Religious Worlds People 

   Make and the Scholars Who Study Them, Princeton, 2006)

Paul Connerton, selections from “Bodily Practices” (How Societies Remember, Cambridge, 1989)
Thursday, February 17.  Gender and Material Culture in Religion 

E. Frances King, selections from Material Religion and Popular Culture (Routledge, 2009)

Colleen McDannell, “Material Christianity” (Material Christianity: Religion and Popular Culture in 

    America, Yale University Press, 1995)

David Morgan, “Introduction” (The Visual Culture of American Religions, David Morgan & Sally M. 

    Promey, eds., University of California Press, 2001)

Tuesday, February 22.  Religion and Gender
Susan Hill Lindley, “Gender and Social Roles” (Encyclopedia of Women and Religion in North 

    America, Rosemary Radford Ruether & Rosemary Skinner Keller, eds., Indiana University 

    Press, 2006)

Amy DeRogatis, “Gender” (Themes in Religion and American Culture, Philip Goff, ed., University 

    of North Carolina Press, 2003)

Joan Scott, “Gender as a Useful Category of Analysis,” The American Historical Review, Vol. 91, No.    

    5 (Dec., 1986), pp. 1053-1075
Thursday, February 24.  Women and Religion/Women’s Home Altars

Ann Braude, “Women’s History is American Religious History” in Retelling U.S. Religious History, 

    ed. Thomas Tweed, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997)

Pamela Klassen, “Sacred Maternities and Postbiomedical Bodies: Religion and Nature in 

    Contemporary Home Birth,” Signs, 26:3, (Spring 2001), pp. 775-809
Kay Turner, selections from Beautiful Necessity: The Art and Meaning of Women’s Home

    Altars (Thames & Hudson, 1999)
Tuesday, March 1.  Witchcraft in Puritan America
Marilyn J. Westerkamp, selections from Women in Early American Religion, 1600-1850: The

   Puritan and Evangelical Traditions, Routledge, 1999)
Jane Kamensky, “Female Speech and Other Demons: Witchcraft and Wordcraft in Early New

   England” (Spellbound: Women and Witchcraft in America, Elizabeth Reis, ed., SR Books, 1998)

Kenneth P. Minkema, “Possession, Witchcraft, and the Demonic in Puritan Religious Culture,” and    

   (accompanying the article) Samuel Willard, “A Brief Account of a Strange and Unusual    

   Providence of God,” 1672 (Religions of the U.S. in Practice, Colleen McDannell, ed., Princeton 

   University Press, 2001)
Thursday, March 3. Spiritualism/Protestant Women in Nineteenth-Century America

Ann Braude, selections from Radical Spirits: Spiritualism and Women’s Rights in Nineteenth    

   Century America, second edition (Indiana University Press, 2001)

Carolyn Haynes, “Women and Protestantism in Nineteenth-Century America” (Perspectives on 

   American Religion and Culture, Peter W. Williams, ed., Blackwell Publishers, 1999)
Date to be Determined. Ideals of Masculinity in Nineteenth-Century Religion 

Bret Carroll, “The Religious Construction of Masculinity in Victorian America: The Male 
    Mediumship of John Shoebridge Williams,” Religion and American Culture, 7:1, (Winter 1997), 
    27-60

Amy Koehlinger, “Let Us Live for Those Who Love Us”: Faith, Family and the Contours of 
    Manhood Among the Knights of Columbus in Late Nineteenth-Century Connecticut, Journal of 
    Social History, 38:2, (Winter 2004), pp. 455-469
Tuesday, March 8.  African American Women and Christianity  

Wallace Best, “The Spirit of the Holy Ghost is a Male Spirit: African American Preaching

     Women and the Paradoxes of Gender” (Women and Religion in the African Diaspora: 

    Knowledge, Power, and Performance,   R. Marie Griffith and Barbara Dianne Savage,   

     eds., The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006)
Thursday, March 10. Christian Diet Culture in Contemporary America

R. Marie Griffith, “Don’t Eat That: Denial, Indulgence, and Exclusion in Christian Diet

    Culture” (Born Again Bodies: Flesh and Spirit in American Christianity, University of   

    California Press, 2004)

Tuesday, March 15.  Gender Ideals in Fundamentalist/Evangelical Protestantism

Read over this website from the Promise Keepers: http://www.promisekeepers.org/

Randy Balmer, “Keep the Faith and Go the Distance: Promise Keepers, Feminism, and the    

   World of Sports” (The Promise Keepers: Essays on Masculinity and Christianity, Dane Claussen, 

    ed., McFarland & Co, 2000)
Brenda A. Brasher, selections from Godly Women: Fundamentalism and Female Power   

    (Rutgers University Press, 1998)

Thursday, March 17.  LGBT Spirituality

Reverend Dorothy A. Austin, “The Cloistered Closet” (One Nation Under God? Religion and 

   American Culture, M. Gerber and R. Walkowitz, eds., Routledge, 1999)

Christy Ponticelli, “Shades of Grey or Back to Nature?: The Enduring Qualities of Ex-Gay

   Ministries” (Gay Religion, S. Thumma and E. Gray, eds., AltaMira, 2005)

Melissa Wilcox, “A Religion of One’s Own: Gender and LGBT Religiosities” (Gay 

   Religion, Thumma & Gray, 2005)
Tuesday, March 22. Family/Gender/Sexuality in Mormonism

Claudia L. Bushman, selections from Contemporary Mormonism: Latter-Day Saints in   

   Modern America (Prager, 2006)

Colleen McDannell and Bernhard Lang, “Modern Heaven . . . and a Theology” (Mormons   

   and Mormonism: An Introduction to an American World Religion, Eric A. Eliason, ed., 

   University of Illinois, 2001)

Richley H. Crapo, “Latter-Day Saint Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered    

   Spirituality” (Gay Religion, Thumma & Gray, 2005)

[Recommended but not Required] Jan Shipps, “Dangerous History: Laurel Thatcher 

   Ulrich and Her Mormon Sisters” (Sojourner in the Promised Land: Forty Years Among 

   the Mormons, University of Illinois Press, 2006)
Thursday, March 24. Mormon Material Culture and the Gendered Body

Colleen McDannell, “Mormon Garments: Sacred Clothing and the Body” (Material Christianity:   

    Religion and Popular Culture in America, Yale University Press, 1995)

Film Clips: “The Mormons” (Helen Whitney, Frontline Productions, 2007)

Tuesday, March 29.  Women and Gender in Islam
“Practices of the Faith” (Muslim Women in America: The Challenge of Islamic Identity 

   Today, Yvonne Y. Haddad, Jane Smith, and Kathleen M. Moore, eds., Oxford, 2006)

Jane I. Smith, selection from “Women and the Muslim American Family” (Islam in 

    America, Columbia University Press, 1999) 

Aisha Lee Fox Shaheed, “Dress Codes and Modes: How Islamic is the Veil?” (The Veil: 

   Women Writers on Its History, Lore, and Politics, Jennifer Heath, ed., University of   

   California Press, 2008)

Skim this website, which concerns LGBTIQ Muslim Groups: http://www.starjack.com/qmr.html

Guest Speaker: Ameena Jandali, Islamic Networks Group (San Jose)
Thursday, March 31.  Veils, Hats, Saris: Religion, Gender, and Women’s Clothing

Pamela K. Taylor, “I Just Want to Be Me: Issues in Identity for One American Muslim 

   Woman” (The Veil, 2008)

Michelle Auerbach, “Drawing the Line at Modesty: My Place in the Order of Things” (The 

   Veil, 2008)

Roxanne Kamayhuni Gupta, “Going the Whole Nine Yards: Vignettes of the Veil in 

   India” (The Veil, 2008)

Film Clips: “Under One Sky: Arab Women in North America Talk About the Hijab” (Jennifer   

   Kawaja, National Film Board of Canada, 1999)
Tuesday, April 5.  Haitian Vodou in the U.S.

Karen McCarthy Brown, “Vodou in the ‘Tenth Department’: New York’s Haitian   

   Community” (Beyond Primitivism: Indigenous Religious Traditions and Modernity, Jacob    

   K. Olupona, ed., Routledge, 2003) 

Elizabeth McAlister, “The Rite of Baptism in Haitian Vodou” (Religions of the United 

   States in Practice, Volume 2, Colleen McDannell, ed., Princeton, 2001), 
Karen McCarthy Brown, “The Power to Heal in Haitian Vodou: Reflections on Women,

   Religion, and Medicine” (Religion and American Culture: A Reader, Second Edition,    

   David Hackett, ed., Routledge, 2003)

Thursday, April 7.  Judaism in Contemporary North America 

Selected articles from Yentl’s Revenge: The Next Wave of Jewish Feminism, Danya 

    Ruttenberg, ed., Seal Press, 2001

Look over the website for “Jewish Gateways”: http://www.jgate.org/
Guest Speaker: Rabbi Bridget Wynne, Executive Director of Jewish Gateways (El Cerrito)

Tuesday, April 12. Mexican American Catholicism 
Virgilio Elizondo, "Popular Religion as the Core of Cultural Identity Based on the Mexican   

    American Experience in the United States” (American Spiritualities: A Reader, 

    Catherine L. Albanese, ed., Indiana University Press, 2001)

Luis León, "Borderland Bodies and Souls: Mexican Religious Healing Practices in East Los

    Angeles” (Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture, Gaston    

    Espinoza, ed., Duke University Press, 2008)

Thursday, April 14. Mexican American Women and Catholicism

Kristy Nabhan-Warren, “Little Slices of Heaven and Mary’s Candy Kisses: Mexican American

    Women Redefining Feminism and Catholicism” (The Religious History of Women:   

    Reimagining the Past, Catherine A. Brekus, ed., University of North Carolina Press, 2007)

April 16-25. Easter Recess

Tuesday, April 26.  TBA
Thursday, April 28.  TBA 

Tuesday, May 3.  New Age and NeoPagan Religions in America

Starhawk, selections from The Spiral Dance: A Rebirth of the Ancient Religion of the Great Goddess, 

    Tenth Anniversary Edition, HarperSanFrancisco, 1989)

Sarah M. Pike, selections from New Age and NeoPagan Religions in America (Columbia University 

    Press, 2004) 

Thursday, May 5.  Contemporary Issues in Native American Traditions

Amanda Porterfield, “Navajo Healing Ceremonies” (Religions of the United States in Practice, 

    Colleen McDannell, ed., Princeton, 2001) 

Helen McCarthy, “Assaulting California’s Sacred Mountains: Shamans vs. New Age Merchants of 

    Nirvana (Beyond Primitivism: Indigenous Religious Traditions and Modernity, Jacob Olupuna, 

    ed., Routledge, 2003)

Film Clip: “Sweating Indian Style: Conflicts Over Native American Ritual” (Susan Smith, Center 

    for Visual Anthropology, University of Southern California, 1994)

Tuesday, May 10. Gender and Buddhism  

Readings TBA 

Thursday, May 12. Course Conclusion

