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VIDEO PROJECT 
 

 
ACTIVITY 

 

 
HIGHLEY DEVELOPED 

(EXPERT) 
 

9–10 Points 
 

 
DEVELOPED 

(PRACTITIONER) 
 

6 – 8 Points 

 
EMERGING 
(APPRENTICE) 

 
3 – 5 Points 

 
INITIAL 
(NOVICE) 

 
0 – 2 Points 

 
 

POINT 
TOTAL 

PRE-PRODUCTION      
 
Thematic Content and 
Organization 

 
The main narrative arc takes a 
strong rhetorical stance utilizing an 
informational, educational or 
essayistic approach (with fiction-
based narratives allowed by 
petition). The thematic content of 
the story includes a statement of 
purpose that provides a creative, 
compelling and clearly written 
understanding of the narrative arc. 
A rich variety of supporting 
information about the video 
contributes to an understanding of 
the project’s main idea.  The 
project includes motivating 
questions that provide the 
intended audience with a sense of 
the main themes of the story.  
Events and themes are presented 
in a logical order. 
 

 
The main narrative arc takes a 
general rhetorical stance utilizing an 
informational, educational or 
essayistic approach (with fiction-
based narratives allowed by petition). 
The thematic content of the story 
includes a statement of purpose that 
provides a creative and clearly 
written understanding of the narrative 
arc. A variety of supporting 
information about the video 
contributes to an understanding of 
the project’s main idea.  The project 
includes questions that provide the 
intended audience with a sense of 
the main themes of the story.  Events 
and themes are presented in a 
logical order. 
 

 
The main narrative arc attempts to 
take a rhetorical stance utilizing an 
informational, educational or 
essayistic approach (with fiction-
based narratives allowed by 
petition). The thematic content of 
the story includes a statement of 
purpose that provides a general 
understanding of the narrative arc. 
Some supporting information about 
the video is provided that 
contributes to an understanding of 
the project’s main idea.  Only 
minimal evidence of motivating 
questions that provide the 
intended audience with a sense of 
the main themes of the story.  
Events and themes are presented, 
but not well organized. 
 

 
The main narrative arc lacks a 
rhetorical stance utilizing an 
informational, educational or 
essayistic approach (with fiction-
based narratives allowed by 
petition). The thematic content of 
the story only contains a minimal 
statement of purpose that 
provides a general understanding 
of the narrative arc. Little or no 
supporting information about the 
video is provided that contributes 
to an understanding of the 
project’s main idea.  Only minimal 
evidence of motivating questions 
that provide the intended 
audience with a sense of the 
main themes of the story.  Events 
and themes are poorly present or 
are not evident at all. 
 

 

 
Story Pitch 

 
The story pitch contains a clear, 
concise and complete overview of 
the thematic narrative including 
compelling reasons why the 
audience will be interested in the 
topic.  
 

 
The story pitch contains a general 
overview of the thematic narrative 
including reasons why the audience 
will be interested in the topic.   

 
The story pitch contains a partial 
overview of the thematic narrative 
with passing reference to why the 
audience will be interested in the 
topic.   
 

 
The story pitch contains a very 
limited overview of the thematic 
narrative with little compelling 
evidence as to why the audience 
will be interested in the topic.   
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Storyboard 

 
The storyboard illustrates the 
video presentation with thumbnail 
sketches of each scene.  Notes of 
proposed transitions, special 
effects, sound and title tracks 
include: text, background color, 
placement and size of graphic and 
notes about proposed dialogue 
and/or narration. 
 
All sketches are numbered, and 
there is a logical sequence to the 
presentation. 
 

 
The storyboard illustrates the video 
presentation with thumbnail sketches 
of each scene and includes: text for 
each segment of the presentation, 
descriptions of background audio for 
each scene, and notes about 
proposed shots and dialogue.   
 
All sketches are numbered, and there 
is a logical sequence to the 
presentation. 
 

 
The thumbnail sketches on the 
storyboard are not in a logical 
sequence and do not provide 
complete descriptions of the video 
scenes, audio background, or 
notes about the dialogue. 

 
There is little or no evidence of a 
logical storyboard containing 
descriptions of the video scenes, 
audio background, or notes about 
the dialogue. 

 

 
Pre-Production Support 
Documentation 
(PORTFOLIO) 
 

 
Pre-production support 
documentation is included in a 
professional portfolio that is 
reflective of planning and 
organization of all necessary pre-
production activities including (as 
needed): project timeline, 
equipment list, set or location list, 
actor’s contact list, actor’s release 
form, participant consent form, etc. 
 

 
Pre-production support 
documentation is included in a 
professional portfolio, but is only 
partially reflective of planning and 
organization of necessary pre-
production activities including (as 
needed): project timeline, equipment 
list, set or location list, actor’s contact 
list, actor’s release form, participant 
consent form, etc. 
 

 
Pre-production support 
documentation is included in a 
portfolio, but there is minimal and 
shows little planning and 
organization of necessary pre-
production activities including (as 
needed): project timeline, 
equipment list, set or location list, 
actor’s contact list, actor’s release 
form, participant consent form, etc. 
 

 
There is little or no evidence of 
pre-production support 
documentation contained within 
the portfolio submission. 

 

 
Design Elements 
including Concept-
design, Set-Design, 
Costume-Design, and 
Color Design (as 
needed) 

 
All design elements are present 
and greatly support and enhance  
the artistic and aesthetic aspect of 
the story narrative including 
Concept-design, Set-Design, 
Costume-Design, and Color 
Design (as needed). 
 

 
Most design elements are present 
and moderately support and enhance 
the artistic and aesthetic aspect of 
the story narrative including Concept-
design, Set-Design, Costume-
Design, and Color Design (as 
needed). 
 

 
Some design elements are present 
and minimally support and 
enhance the artistic and aesthetic 
aspect of the story narrative 
including Concept-design, Set-
Design, Costume-Design, and 
Color Design (as needed). 
 

 
Little or no design elements are 
present to support or enhance 
the narrative story arc of the 
project, including Concept-
design, Set-Design, Costume-
Design, and Color Design (as 
needed. 
 

 

PRODUCTION      
 
Camera Techniques 
 

 
All shots are clearly focused and 
well framed. The camera is held 
steady with few pans and zooms. 
Close-ups are used to focus 
attention. 
 

 
Most shots are clearly focused and 
well framed. 

 
Some shots are unfocused or 
poorly framed. 

  
 

 
Many shots are unfocused and 
poorly framed. Excessive 
panning and zooming distracts 
the viewer. 
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Audio Techniques 
 

 
All location audio is clear and 
effectively assists in 
communicating the main idea 
through the use of natural sound, 
continuity of environmental 
ambience, and intelligibility of 
spoken dialogue. 
 

 
Most location audio is clear and 
effectively assists in communicating 
the main idea through the use of 
natural sound, continuity of 
environmental ambience, and 
intelligibility of spoken dialogue. 
 

 
Some location audio is clear and 
effectively assists in 
communicating the main idea 
through the use of natural sound, 
continuity of environmental 
ambience, and intelligibility of 
spoken dialogue. 
 

 
Most, if not all, location audio is 
unclear and does not assist in 
communicating the main project 
narrative. 
 

 

 
Lighting Techniques 
 

 
All scenes have sufficient lighting 
for viewer to easily see action.  
Additional lighting is used to 
eliminate shadows and glares as 
needed. 
 

 
Most scenes have sufficient lighting 
for viewer to easily see action, but a 
few shadows or glares are apparent.  
Additional lighting is used. 
 

 
Some scenes have sufficient 
lighting for viewer to see action, 
but a significant shadows or glares 
are apparent.  Additional lighting is 
minimally used if at all. 
 

 
Most if not all scenes have 
insufficient lighting for viewer to 
see action with significant 
shadows or glares apparent.  
Additional lighting is minimally 
used if at all. 
 

 

 
Stage Direction 
 
 
 

 
Ample evidence that actors and 
extras (if present) were directed so 
that the narrative story arc is 
significantly supported. 

 
Some evidence that actors and 
extras (if present) were directed so 
that the narrative story arc is 
somewhat supported. 

 
Little evidence that actors and 
extras (if present) were directed so 
that the narrative story arc is 
supported. 

 
No evidence that actors and 
extras (if present) were directed 
so that the narrative story arc is 
supported. 
 

 

POST-PRODUCTION      
 
Video Continuity and 
Editing 
 

 
The project is edited with only high 
quality shots remaining.  Video 
moves smoothly from shot to shot.  
A variety of transitions are used to 
assist in communicating the main 
idea and smooth the flow from one 
scene to the next.  Shots and 
scenes flow seamlessly.  Digital 
effects are used appropriately for 
emphasis.  Pacing of scenes and 
edits are just long enough to make 
each point clear while capturing 
and maintaining audience 
attention. 
 

 
The project is edited throughout with 
only quality shots remaining. A 
variety of transitions are used. Good 
pacing and timing is evident through 
the majority of the project. 

 
The tape is edited in few spots. 
Several poor shots remain. 
Transitions from shot to shot are 
choppy, and the types of wipes 
and fades selected are not always 
appropriate for the scene. There 
are many unnatural breaks and/or 
early cuts. 

 
The tape is unedited and many 
poor shots remain. No transitions 
between clips are used. Raw 
clips run back to back in the final 
video. 
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Audio Continuity and 
Editing 
 

The audio is clear and effectively 
assists in communicating the main 
narrative theme by significantly 
incorporating many sonic devices 
for creating audience engagement 
including the use of theme music, 
music beds, sound effects, 
narration, natural sound, etc. All 
foreground and background audio 
is kept in balance. 
 

The audio is clear and effectively 
assists in communicating the main 
narrative theme by incorporating 
many sonic devices for creating 
audience engagement including two 
or more of the following: use of 
theme music, music beds, sound 
effects, narration, natural sound, etc. 
All foreground and background audio 
is kept in balance. 

The audio is unclear in places and 
is only partially effective in 
communicating the main narrative 
theme. The project has limited 
incorporation of sonic devices for 
creating audience engagement. 
Only some foreground and 
background audio is kept in 
balance. 

The audio is unclear throughout 
preventing effective 
communication of main narrative 
theme.   The project has very 
limited or non-existent use of 
sonic devices for creating 
audience engagement. Limited 
foreground and background 
audio is kept in balance. 
 

 

 
Special Effects 
 

Special effects support the 
narrative arc and enhance main 
themes with a high impact 
message. Digital effects help to 
explain and reinforce key points 
during the presentation. 
 

Special effects support the narrative 
arc and enhance main themes with 
some audience impact. The digital 
effects help to explain and reinforce 
key points during the presentation. 
 

Some of the special effects seem 
unrelated to the topic/theme and 
do not enhance concepts. 

The special effects are unrelated 
to the content and do not 
enhance understanding, or are 
distracting decorations that 
detract from, the content. 

 

 
Graphics 
 

Graphics support the narrative arc 
and enhances main themes with a 
high impact message.  Graphics 
explain and reinforce key points 
during the presentation. 
 

The graphics visually depict material 
and assist the audience in 
understanding the flow of information 
or content. 

Some of the graphics seem 
unrelated to the topic/theme and 
do not enhance concepts. 

The graphics are unrelated to the 
content. Graphics do not 
enhance understanding of the 
content, or are distracting 
decorations that detract from the 
content. 
 

 

 
Project Dissemination 
 

The completed project is 
technically formatted correctly for 
dissemination to intended target 
audience. Hard copies of project 
(regardless of format) are 
professionally presented including 
correct labeling of all media. There 
is significant inclusion of support 
materials (flier, trailer, etc.) in final 
portfolio. 
 

The completed project is technically 
formatted correctly (i.e. type of digital 
format, etc.) for dissemination to 
intended target audience. Hard 
copies of project (regardless of 
format) are presented.  Some 
accompanying support materials 
(flier, trailer, etc.) are included in final 
portfolio. 
 

The completed project contains 
minor technical problems (i.e. type 
of digital format, etc.) making 
dissemination to intended target 
audience difficult. Hard copies of 
project (regardless of format) are 
presented, but with little 
accompanying support materials 
(flier, trailer, etc.) included in final 
portfolio. 
 

 
The completed project contains 
serious technical problems 
making dissemination to intended 
target audience impossible. Hard 
copies of project (regardless of 
format) are presented, but with 
little  or no accompanying support 
materials (flier, trailer, etc.) 
included in final portfolio. 
 

 

 
Copyrights 
 
 
 

 
Copyrighted information for 
photos, graphics and music is 
clearly identified by source and 
nature of permission to reproduce. 
 

 
Every photo, graphic or music is 
either original or permission for its 
use is documented. 

 
Some sources of photos, graphics, 
and music are not clearly identified 
with references, and permission to 
reproduce is missing. 

 
There is no reference to copyright 
information for photos, graphics, 
and music. 

 

    POINT TOTAL 
(150 Points Total) 
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