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Work in Progress: Simple Lessons in Irish, a novel
novels

Stalker Girl (Viking/Penguin August 2010; Scholastic reprint September 2011).
Thou Shalt Not Dump the Skater Dude (Viking/Penguin October 2005). 
My Not-So-Terrible Time at the Hippie Hotel (Viking/Penguin, June 2003). 
essays and commentaries 
· “It’s Only Pink on the Outside,” commentary, VOYA (Voices of Youth Advocates) February 2006.

· “Clothes Firms Try on Teen Fiction,” commentary, “All Things Considered,” National Public Radio, September 2, 2003.

· "Death Rites," The Santa Monica Review, Fall 2001. 

· "City of Scolds" The San Francisco Chronicle, July 17, 2001; "A Word From Her Sponsor," The San Francisco Chronicle, October 15, 2001; "The Value of A Summer Job," The San Francisco Chronicle, July 16, 2000.
scholarly articles

· "Over the Carnage Rose Prophetic a Voice"; "The Attorney General's Office"; "The City Dead-house"; "The Complete Writings of Walt Whitman"; "The Collected Writings of Walt Whitman", entries for The Walt Whitman Encyclopedia, J.R. LeMaster and Donald Kummings, eds., Greenwood Press, 1998. 

· "The Prostitute in the Garden: Walt Whitman, Fanny Hill, and the Fantasy of Female Pleasure," in English Literary History, Johns Hopkins University Press, Summer 1997. 

· "Solving All the Problems of Freedom: The 'Case' of the 1860 Leaves of Grass," in American Transcendental Quarterly, University of Rhode Island, March 1993. 
Awards Honors Residencies
· Writing Residency, Summer 2018, Tyrone Guthrie Centre
Annaghmakerrig, Newbliss, Co. Monaghan, Ireland

· Writing Fellowship, January 2018, Virginia Center for the Creative Arts
· Finalist 2017, Faulkner House William Wisdom Novel in Progress Contest (Simple Lessons in Irish)

· Writing Residency, Summer 2017, Tyrone Guthrie Centre
Annaghmakerrig, Newbliss, Co. Monaghan, Ireland
· Finalist, Tucson Festival of Books Writing Contest (Simple Lessons in Irish) Spring 2015
· Provost’s Faculty Research Grant, Saint Mary's College of California, Fall 2015, (Simple Lessons in Irish)
· Writing Residency, Vermont Studio Center, Johnson, VT, Summer 2015 (Simple Lessons in Irish)
· Writing Residency Fellowship, Jentel Foundation for the Arts, Banner, WY, Summer 2014 (Simple Lessons in Irish)
· Saint Mary’s College Alumni Faculty Fellow, 2012-2013 (Simple Lessons in Irish)
· Writing Residency, Anam Cara Artists and Writers Retreat, Cork, Ireland Summers 2012 and 2013 (Simple Lessons in Irish)
· Writing Residency, Hedgebrook Center for Women Writers, Whidbey Island, WA, Summer 2005 (Stalker Girl)
· New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age (Skater Dude, Stalker Girl)
· Chicago Public Library “Best of the Best” (Hippie Hotel)
· International Reading Association (IRA) Young Adults’ Choice (Hippie Hotel)
Speaking Engagements: 

Moderator, “New Irish Fiction” panel at the Bay Area Book Festival, 2017 and 2018; Faculty Reading MFA Reading Series, Fall 2016; Residents’ Reading, Vermont Studio Center, June 2015; Jentel Presents, Sheridan, Wyoming, Summer 2014; Saint Mary's College Creative Writing Reading Series, Spring 2014; LitQuake, San Francisco, 2013 and 2014; Cape Cod Writers’ Conference; Lafayette Public Library; Contra Costa County Libraries Literary Festival; Bishop Gorman High School, Las Vegas, NV; A Great Good Place for Books and other local and regional bookstores. 
education

· Ph.D., University of Virginia, 1992 Dissertation: "Affection and the Problems of Freedom: Leaves of Grass in 1860" 

· M.A., University of Virginia, 1986 

· B.A., Georgetown University, 1982 
professional positions

· Professor of English, Saint Mary's College of California, Moraga, California (1992-present)

· 1990-1992. Visiting Assistant Professor of English, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. 

