Questions for Interacting with the Art
What world events make you feel passionate or drive you to get involved?
Do you think issues such as poverty, environment, domestic violence, employment, immigration,
housing, war or peace affect you? Which issues affect you? How do they affect you?
How can you get other people to care about the things you care about? What can one person
do in the face of so many injustices?
Are there solutions to any of these issues for you as an individual, for the community and for the
world?
Do you think art is a useful or effective agent for social or political change?
What do you think artists in this exhibition are hoping to accomplish with these works?
Are you familiar with other activist artists or socially engaged artists (current, past or from other
cultures and geographies)?
Are stereotypes and hype perpetuated or put into question by art in this exhibition?
Are there any artworks that are disturbing to you? If so, why? Do you think the artists meant the
image to be disturbing? What do you think they meant to accomplish? Were any of the works
humorous? Sad? Witty?
Which works capture your attention? Make you feel a strong emotion? Bring up memories for
you? What is it about the individual piece that makes you react?
Were you able to share your reactions with other viewers or with classmates? How did the
conversation go? Was it helpful, comforting, educational, motivating or confrontational?

Did you feel that the sharing of your opinions and reactions with your classmates supported a
sense of collective understanding about social justice issues or did it raise a divide?
Are we (nationalities/race) different from one another or does our humanity tie us together?
With activist art, the artist statements often add much to their meaning and power. Are there
statements that change your initial reaction to a piece after you have read them?
What is activism? What is an activist? How can activism change a community? How can it
influence people and change policies?
Do you feel that you are an activist? Do you feel you have power to act on behalf of yourself
and others? Are there times where you have spoken out and/or taken action to address a social
justice issue?
If you were to create art that had a social or political message, what kind of comment would you
like to make? On which ideas, policies, atrocities or establishments would you focus your art?
Did your opinion or viewpoint about social justice issues change after seeing this exhibition? If
so, how or why?

WRAP UP
Gutfreund Cornett Art is interested in hearing your responses to this exhibition and to any of
these questions. We encourage you to submit them to us to consider as we evaluate this project
and, if you give us permission, we will post your comments on our website. Please send your
comments to GCA@GutfreundCornettArt.com

