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Hello Moodle Version 3.1
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A space to share best practice,
inspiring work, and educational
technology resources.

Saint Mary’s College will upgrade from Moodle, 2.7 to version 3.1 this June 4th, 2017.
Moodle 3.1 improvements include a more user-friendly interface, smoother
assignment grading, streamlined navigation, and enhancements to several activities
such as discussion forums and quizzes.
We have also added two new video and interactive assignment features, “PoodLL”
adds features such as audio and video recording, whiteboards, and components like
stopwatches and flashcards and “H5P” allows course designers to embed questions
within Moodle videos. The EdTech Center will provide Moodle 3.1 workshops and
consultations for faculty in the EdTech Center. Please set up an appointment or stop
by the CTLS: EdTech Center to learn more.

Moodle 3.1
A flexible interface,
improved grade
book, & mobile
friendly options.

Watch this video for a brief introduction to Moodle 3.1: https://goo.gl/BAC8Tw
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FacultyTech Camp 2017

CTLS:EDTECH

Highlights from
EdTech Workshops
& Events

This year’s annual Faculty Tech Camp, “Going Digital,” will take
place June 5th and 6th. Please recommend this opportunity to
your colleagues and mark your calendars if you would like to
join us. We will focus on Moodle 3.1 and new tools and
techniques to increase blended learning options.
This year we are offering an $800.00 grant for attendance and
participation in follow up activities related to technology
enhanced course site development and classroom technologies
that increase student engagement. The formal invitation to apply
for Faculty Tech Camp will be sent out via SMC email.
We hope to see you there!
___________________________________________________

Spring 2017 Workshops and Events
The Center for Teaching, Learning, and Scholarship cosponsored
a number of workshops with the EdTech Center this Spring Term.
“Lessons Learned,” a presentation by Tech Camp alumni Emily
Hause-Brooks of the Psychology Department and Rainbow Rubin from

Spring Term the EdTech
Center hosted a variety of
events including a two-part
series on e-Portfolios, a
rubrics workshop, and a
session on, “Flipping
the Classroom.”

the School of Science. Emily shared a redesigned assignment from
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her Psych 003 course using Google Sites to host student research with statistical data and analysis.
Rainbow demonstrated how she utilized self-assign appoint slots within Google Calendar to
increase productivity. This simple technique saved time while holding students accountable for
setting up advisory meetings within predesignated timeframes.
“Instant Polling and Surveys,” a workshop led by Kristen Beck from the Math Department. Kristen’s
session covered how to use Google Forms, Poll Everywhere, and a variety of quizzing applications to assist
faculty in assessing student understanding during class. Instant polling allows faculty to provide greater
interactivity and novelty while also providing increased student motivation to retain course content. See a
video of the session here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scgGQpZEKEg&feature=youtu.be

A workshop on “Rubrics,” was led by Clifford Lee of KSOE, and Nick Mattos from Educational Technology.
Nick demonstrated best practices in rubric creation and Clifford shared how he incorporates assessments to
help students increase the quality of their work. Rubrics are a powerful tool for linking specific lessons to
course learning outcomes and helping student’s develop a deeper understanding of course content by
clearly outlining assignment expectations. If you are interested in trying to develop your own, Moodle has a
rubric feature built into the assignment grading function.

The “e-Portfolio” workshop was split into two sessions that focused on different content areas. The first led
by Laurie Edwards, of KSOE and Andrew Mount from the Department of Art. The second session was led by
Maria Grazia, Department of World Languages and Cultures, and Ed Tywoniak of the Communication
Department. Faculty shared examples of student portfolios and discussed methods for portfolios for
assessment. Portfolios provide students’ an opportunity to concentrate on higher order thinking, and
metacognition, while they develop technology skills that increase engagement with course content.
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“Flipping the Classroom,” a workshop led by Raina Leon offered participants a chance to see a wide
variety of technologies that can be used to flip the acquisition of course content with active learning for inperson meetings with students. Raina taught the workshop using Google Classroom, Google Surveys, and
shared her experience using screen casting video as an option for complex course content.

“iPad vs. Surface Pro” a smackdown between two of the most popular mobiles used in higher ed. Henry
Chen of Grad Business shared some cool features of the Surface Pro including a more computer like
interface and greater screen real estate. Nick Mattos shared his favorite iPad apps and discussed several
ways the iPad may help increase student engagement. Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/_X8gmGFh488

Thank you to all CTLS:EdTech presenters!

Have you seen the new EdTech Salli site?
The EdTech Center has a new Salli web site where you can, learn about academic technology resources,
access information about our staff, and see the EdTech calendar with upcoming events.
https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/edtech

Link to the EdTech Calendar here

Educational Technology Resources and Articles
Back to the Future of EdTech from the Educause Review:
https://www.educause.edu/interactive/2017/4/back-to-the-future-of-edtech/

2017 - NMC New Horizon Report for Higher Ed
http://cdn.nmc.org/media/2017-nmc-horizon-report-he-EN.pdf
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