Anthropology
Fall 2022

ANTH-117-01 (109692) Anthropology of Religion
Tuesday & Thursday 01:15PM - 02:50PM
Dr. Anna Corwin
Through the study of ethnographic texts, social science theory,
and first-person accounts of religious experiences, students in
this class will examine a range of religious rituals, traditions,
and experiences. In the course, students will encounter a
number of religious traditions including Christianit(ies),
Buddhism, Hinduism, and Shamanism. Through the close
examination of ethnographic texts, students will gain an
appreciation for diverse social, cultural, ethical, and theological
traditions, and how religion intersects in diverse ways across
cultural contexts. Students will engage texts and ethnographic
data from an emic or insiders’ perspective, demonstrating an
understanding of how individuals within each theological
tradition experience and understand their religious practices
and experiences and we will explore how social scientists have
made sense of religious practice, ritual, and experience.
Fulfills Core Curriculum Requirements: Theological
Explorations
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Anth 001-01 (109691) Introduction to Social and
Cultural Anthropology
Tuesday & Thursday 09:45AM - 11:20AM
Dr. Anna Corwin
What is culture and how important is it in explaining the
marvelous variations we see in human behavior around the
world? In this course, we will examine the ways in which people
around the world make sense of the world and their own lives.
The course seeks to illuminate other possibilities beyond the
ones we are familiar with that exist for solving problems and for
achieving meaningful lives. The course will introduce students
to several primary domains of cultural anthropology, including
the concepts of culture and fieldwork; medical anthropology,
kinship and social organization; colonialism, power and
domination; economic systems; gender and sexuality; race and
class; symbols and language; religion and ritual; and social
structure and agency. Together we will practice new ways of
looking at the world, new ways of observing our social lives,
and new ways to talk about the social world.
Fulfills Core Curriculum Requirements: Social, Historical, and
Cultural Understanding, Global Perspectives, and the Common
Good

ANTH-118-01 (109693) Medical Anthropology:
Culture, Health & Healing
Tuesday & Thursday 03:00PM - 04:35PM
Dr. Anna Corwin
Medical anthropology explores the interaction between health,
culture, and disease, emphasizing the importance of
understanding issues of health and sickness cross- culturally.
Medical anthropologists also look at the roles of healthcare
professionals, patients, and medical settings addressing the
relationships between health care systems, and political and
economic systems. This class is ideal for anthropology students
as well as pre-med and pre-health students interested in
learning about how culture and structures of power and
inequality come to shape the ways people practice medicine
and experience illness and the body.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Anth 118 will count towards the major or
minor as Anth 010/ Anth 132: Anthropology Methods.

ANTH-130-01 (109694) Anthropological Theory
Monday & Friday 01:00PM - 02:40PM
Dr. Cynthia Van Gilder
How do anthropologists make decisions about what kinds of
questions to research, data to collect, or conclusions to form?
Each step of the anthropological process is informed by theory,
or the analytical frameworks scholars use to make sense of the
cultural worlds they are investigating. Students in this class will
learn the major schools of thought in the history of
anthropology through reading primary sources by influential
anthropologists.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Anthropology majors who have already
taken or are currently enrolled in Anth 100 should take this
course.

GRS-100-01 (109056) Cultural Geography and
Global Societies

POL-195 Internship (1.0 credit) or

Tuesday & Thursday 11:30AM - 01:05PM

Dr. Steve Woolpert <woolpert@stmarys-ca.edu>

Dr. Jennifer Heung
This course exposes students to the breadth and excitement of
the field of geography. Cultural geography studies the ways
people shape and give meaning to their environment and
allows us to look at the fascinating variety of human activity in
the world-the human landscape. Geographic knowledge is vital
to understanding national and international issues that
dominate daily news reports. This course examines the
relevance of geographic methods and concepts to social
science topics such as agricultural patterns and practices,
architecture, ethnic traditions and conflicts, gender, health,
migration, population, political economy, poverty, religion,
resource utilization, social change and urban planning.
Fulfills Core Curriculum Requirement: Global Perspectives
IMPORTANT NOTE: GRS 100 will count towards the major or
minor as Anth 131: Cultural Geography.

POL-132 Democracy Lab (0.25 credit)

Through the Community Service Internship Program, students
may enroll in either POL 195, Internship (1.0 credit) or POL 192
Democracy Lab (.25 credit) with Dr. Woolpert as their faculty
supervisor. Students should also contact Gaby Bermudez
<gb20@stmarys-ca.edu> at CILSA to apply for the CSI Program.
Benefits include:
●
●
●
●
●

Receive $2,000 Educational Leadership Study Grant
upon completion
Join community-based organizations engaged in
critical social justice work
Connect with mentors who are experts in their field
Engage in dialogue and study with a community of
students
Explore career pathways and vocation

Fulfills Core Curriculum Requirement: Community
Engagement (You MUST contact Gaby Bermudez
<gb20@stmarys-ca.edu> at CILSA for more information about
CE credit.)

KINES-134-01 (111797) Excel Essentials
(0.25 credit)
Monday 01:00PM - 02:40PM
Dr. Addison Pond <amp32@stmarys-ca.edu>
This 0.25-credit course will explore the essential capabilities
and functionalities of Microsoft Excel and its practicality for all
professions. Students will learn key spreadsheet management
skills, as well as how to effectively visualize quantitative data
via pivot tables, scatterplots, histograms, and bar charts. Other
topics will include data importing and cleaning, as well as
performing inferential analyses. Prerequisites: Completion of
the Core Curriculum's Mathematical Understanding
component, OR permission by the instructor.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Kines 134 will count towards the major or
minor as Anth 010: Anthropological Methods. It will be
offered again in Spring 2023.

IMPORTANT NOTE: POL 195 or POL 132 will count towards
the major or minor as Anth 195: Internship.

